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projet	 [projet	 de	 vie;	project	 in	 life]	 I	 don’t	 know.	 It’s	 a	 stupid	 question.	 I	 have	enough	problems	at	 the	moment.	Do	you	really	 think	 I	want	 to	 think	about	my	future	work	life	now?	I	need	to	think	about	where	I	sleep	and	piss	and	shit	—	and	you	are	asking	me	about	my	projet?		 *	 	 *	 	 *				This	glimpse	into	Pascal’s	recent	past,	and	the	problems	he	faces	and	the	future	he	dreams	of,	brings	to	the	fore	two	different	types	of	home:	what	I	will	call	respectively	home-as-ideal-homeland	and	home-as-process	(and	the	latter,	as	we	shall	see,	is	in	turn	a	complex	category).	Pascal	thinks	about	his	family,	about	his	friends,	about	his	former	life,	about	Germany	 as	 a	 place	 he	wants	 to	 return	 to.	While	 originally	 a	 home	 he	 escaped	 from,	because	 of	 trouble	 with	 the	 police	 and	 administration,	 Germany	 is	 where	 his	 best	memories	are	anchored.	He	doesn’t	want	to	stay	in	France,	and	sees	his	future	back	in	Germany.	Coming	from	the	field	of	migration	studies,	Brun	and	Fabos	(2015)	define	this	idea	of	what	they	call	HOME	as	the	“geopolitics	of	nation	and	homeland”	(13).	Pascal’s	situation	demands	less	of	a	focus	on	the	politics	of	the	homeland	and	the	role	of	the	state.	More	important	for	him	is	the	return	movement	back	into	the	cultural	environment	of	his	past.	However,	as	in	Pascal’s	case,	the	past	is	often	idealised.	When	Pascal	talks	about	his	former	life	and	the	life	he	imagines	going	back	to,	he	likes	to	forget	about	the	cracks:	his	divorced	 parents	 and	 the	 subsequent	 challenging	 family	 situation,	 his	 marijuana	consumption,	 the	 unhappiness	 in	 his	 job	 as	 an	 electrical	 worker	 and	 particularly	 his	complicated	 legal	situation	without	a	passport	 in	Germany.	During	Pascal’s	Paris	days,	Germany	largely	became,	in	his	mind,	an	ideal	homeland.	He	imagined	it	—	and	talked	about	it	—	as	a	place	where	he	was	free	to	do	what	he	wanted	(like	smoke	weed),	was	materially	secure	(with	a	job	and	an	apartment),	was	surrounded	by	friends	and	family	(his	 siblings),	 and	 was	 speaking	 his	 language	 and	 eating	 his	 food.	 Doná	 (2015:69)	describes	this	nostalgia	as	the	“memories	of,	longing	for,	and	imaginations	of	homes	that	are	 idealized”,	 anchoring	 the	 longing	 in	 the	past,	but	 in	 the	 form	of	 a	 conglomerate	of	sanitised	prior	experiences.		
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			While	 being	 connected	 to	 memories	 and	 the	 past,	 this	 notion	 of	 home-as-ideal-homeland	is	simultaneously	directed	towards	the	future.	Pascal	says	in	the	epigraph	to	this	chapter:	“I	want	to	do	something	with	my	life”.	He	‘wants’,	he	desires,	he	dreams,	he	hopes.	I	will	use	this	last	category	—	hope	—	as	an	analytic	with	which	to	turn	from	the	past-inspired	future-orientation	of	the	above	aspect	of	home	to	a	second	one	(Crapanzano	2003;	Zigon	2009).	I	will	come	to	describe	two	—	often	competing	—	forms	of	home-as-process:	one	concerning	daily	survival,	and	one	as	made	up	of	steps	towards	the	long-term	hope	for	home-as-ideal-homeland.	In	the	present,	Pascal	tries	to	translate	his	longer	term	hopes	into	manageable	units.	He	finds	himself	caught	up	in	poverty,	suffering,	lack,	uncertainty,	fear	and	insufficiency,	but	he	doesn’t	want	to	dwell	on	these	things.	While	he	is	focused	on	the	future	of	an	ideal-homeland,	he	is	aware	of	the	necessity	to	break	this	hope	down	(often	with	the	help	of	institutions,	see	Chapter	4):	he	needs	identity	papers	to	start	with,	and	the	help	of	a	lawyer;	also	a	room	to	stay	in,	then,	perhaps,	a	modest	job	and	 a	 supporting	 group	 of	 people	 around	 him.	 These	 compartmentalized,	 future-orientated	home-making	practices	are	one	dimension	of	home-as-process.	Pascal’s	daily	hopes	are	stepping	stones	towards	his	long-term	hope	for	a	return	to	home	in	Germany.	They	are	part	of,	and	add	up	to,	what	is	referred	to	above	as	Pascal’s	projet	de	vie:	his	step-by-step	 trajectory	 away	 from	 the	 street	 developed	 together	 with	 his	 assistant	 social	(social	worker)	at	Freedom	(see	Chapter	4).	But	everyday	life	also	hits	Pascal	in	unplanned	ways	and	demands	sometimes	 competing	home-making	practices.	Living	on	 the	 street	without	 a	 fixed	 place	 to	 sleep,	 shower,	 or	 go	 to	 the	 toilet,	 he	 is	 preoccupied	 with	constructing	daily	routines	and	navigating	and	‘ordering’	the	infrastructures	of	the	city	(Douglas,	1991):	making	money	(Chapter	2),	finding	shelter	(Chapter	3),	and	dealing	with	setbacks	like	the	denial	of	his	refugee	application.	It	is	here	that	the	long-term	hopes	for	home	are	overwhelmed	by	a	focus	on	daily	hopes	of	survival	or,	in	other	cases,	forgetting	—	when	becoming	high	or	drunk	(Chapter	5)	leads	not	to	a	straightforward	upwards	and	outward	trajectory,	but	along	an	at-best	meandering	path.						In	this	chapter,	drawing	on	Pascal’s	and	others’	thoughts	and	hopes	about	home,	I	want	to	dissect	and	unpack	the	above	two-sided	construction	of	home,	as	future-tense	idealised	longing	 and	 as	 a	 present-tense	 process	 of	 survival	 in	 increments.	 In	what	manner	 do	people	on	the	street	hope?	How	does	everyday	life	on	the	one	hand	prevent	people	from	hoping	constructively	but	on	the	other	hand	contribute	to	the	realisation	of	the	very	same	hope?	In	the	first	part	of	this	chapter,	I	will	broaden	the	picture	by	presenting	Sabal’s	and	
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about	a	certain	way	of	life.	Alex	was	hoping	for	a	European	passport,	for	citizenship;	he	was	longing	for	a	life	with	social	security	and	benefits,	if	possible	in	an	apartment	paid	for	by	the	French	government.	His	personal	life	—	finding	a	new	family	—	was	something	that	would	come	after	that.	Alex	longed	for	a	materially	secure	position	first.	His	ideal	home	was	not	about	returning	to	Kosovo	—	a	place	he	associated	with	the	war,	and	loss	—	but	he	was	dreaming	about	arriving	and	returning	to	a	found	home	anchored	in	a	specific	and	idealized	part	of	his	past.	He	was	meandering	towards	this	ideal	with	stops	back	in	Kosovo,	Germany,	France	—	through	a	constant	geographical	back	and	forth.		 *	 	 *	 	 *	










Home-as-process	—	the	ambiguity	of	daily	hopes		In	her	literature	review	of	the	idea	of	home	in	the	social	sciences,	Mallett	(2004)	positions	home	as	always	in-between	the	real	—	in	everyday	home-making	or	practice	—	and	the	ideal	and	imaginative.	Following	Jackson	(2011),	she	(2004:80)	claims	that	home	relates	to	“the	activity	performed	by,	with	or	in	person's	things	and	places.	Home	is	lived	in	the	tension	between	the	given	and	the	chosen,	 then	and	now”.	Mallett	argues	that	“people	spend	 their	 lives	 in	 search	 of	 home,	 at	 the	 gap	 between	 the	 natural	 home	 and	 the	particular	ideal	home	where	they	would	be	fully	fulfilled”	(ibid.).	Taking	this	analysis	to	my	field-site	links	the	above	ideas,	about	home	as	a	future	(ideal)	homeland	inspired	by	past	experience,	to	home	in	the	present	—	and	hence	takes	us	to	home-as-process.					As	Jackson	cogently	describes:			 A	hungry	person	does	not	think	of	tomorrow,	people	say,	not	only	because	hunger	strikes	at	the	moral	core	of	what	it	is	to	be	fully	human	-	deferring	instinctual	or	immediate	gratification;	it	leads	inevitably	to	death	in	which	case	there	is	no	tomorrow	(2011:59).		Pascal,	Sabal,	Alex,	and	the	large	majority	of	the	people	I	worked	with,	were	living	under	conditions	of	material	scarcity;	neither	money,	nor	food,	nor	shelter	were	available	in	a	stable	form.	I	will	use	the	following	chapters	to	describe	in	further	detail	how	home	was	made	on	a	day-to-day	basis,	unpacking	the	above	lack.	However,	in	the	remainder	of	this	chapter	I	will	sharpen	the	categories:	long-term	future	oriented	forms	of	hoping	for	home	are	at	times	broken	down	into	but	at	other	times	are	in	conflict	with	short-term	daily	types	of	home	making.				Brun	and	Fabos	(2015:12)	position	the	idea	of	home-as-process	at	the	centre	of	their	categorisation.	 They	 describe	 it	 as	 a	 set	 of	 everyday	 practices,	 while	 “such	 practices	involve	both	material	and	imaginative	notions	of	home	and	may	be	improvements	or	even	investments	 to	 temporary	 dwellings;	 they	 include	 the	 daily	 routines	 that	 people	undertake	[...]	and	the	social	connections	people	make”.	Botticello	(2007)	takes	the	idea	further	away	from	a	fixed	dwelling	towards	a	“site	of	practices	where	comfort,	familiarity,	
38	
 
and	intimate	sociality	occur”	(ibid.:19;	see	also:	Capo	2015).	Home-as-process	hence	does	not	have	to	concern	a	fixed	structure,	but	practices	and	routines;	it	is	a	“highly	complex	system	of	ordered	relations	with	place,	an	order	that	orientates	us	in	space,	in	time,	and	in	society”	(Dovey	1985:39).	Veness	(1993:324),	who	worked	with	homeless	people	in	Delaware	in	the	late	1980s,	stresses	the	importance	of	habits,	rhythms	and	routines	—	often	 as	 mundane	 as	 routinely	 visiting	 certain	 neighbourhoods,	 shelters	 and	 food	kitchens.	 As	 for	 Pascal,	 who	went	 to	 the	 homeless	 centre	 at	 9am	 every	morning	 and	ordered	his	day	around	the	opening	hours,	Veness	found	that	installing	a	temporal	order	to	the	day	as	well	as	the	environment	were	key	parts	of	peoples’	daily	home-making	(see	Chapter	6).	I	find	the	culmination	of	the	focus	on	order	in	Douglas’s	(1991:289)	analysis	of	home:			 home	is	always	a	localizable	idea.	Home	is	located	in	space	but	it	is	not	necessarily	a	fixed	space.	It	does	not	need	bricks	and	mortar,	it	can	be	a	wagon,	a	caravan,	a	board,	or	a	tent.	It	need	not	be	a	large	space,	but	space	there	must	be,	for	home	starts	by	bringing	some	space	under	control.		Home	is	thus	about	the	process	of	controlling	a	particular	space.	While	this	space	does	not	have	to	be	a	fixed	abode	[domicile	fixe],	the	home	making	is	about	finding	a	structure	and	regular	rhythms,	and	constructing	routines	(Easthope	2004:135;	O’Mahony	2013).	All	this	takes	us	away	from	the	past	and	the	future	and	back	to	the	present.	It	takes	us	away	from	long-term	hopes	towards	everyday	activities,	and	what	I	call	daily	hopes.						Going	back	to	Pascal	I	will	show	how	long	term	hopes	can	be	broken	into	daily	ones.	These	in	turn	can	be	stepping	stones	along	the	projet	de	vie	towards,	in	Pascal’s	case,	this	ideal	version	of	home-as-homeland	in	Germany.	The	daily	processes	are	meant	to	add	up.	By	introducing	to	the	narrative	Barus,	however,	I	will	demonstrate	how	this	does	not	always	have	to	be	the	case.	His	focus	on	daily	hopes,	such	as	drug-taking	and	the	begging	cycle	around	it,	distracts	him	from	his	long-term	longing	for	home	(with	his	family).	For	Barus,	daily	home-making	can	at	times	even	work	against	long-term	hopes	for	home.		
	 *	 	 *	 	 *		
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	When	I	left	Paris	in	the	summer	of	2016,	some	of	this	thinking	had	already	been	put	into	practice:	he	had	started	an	apprenticeship	course,	and	was	granted	a	second	hearing	at	the	court	regarding	his	asylum	case.	With	the	help	of	his	assistant	social,	he	had	found	a	temporary	shelter,	La	Péniche,	where	he	would	be	able	to	stay	for	several	years.				Let	 me	 recap:	 Pascal,	 was	 hoping	 in	 the	 long-term	 for	 a	 home	 (Germany	 as	 the	homeland)	 which	 would	 come	 with	 identity	 papers,	 a	 place	 to	 stay,	 a	 job	 and	 a	relationship	with	his	family.	This	is	what	I	called	his	long-term	hopes	for	home-as-ideal-homeland	with	a	direction	into	the	future.	In	the	immediate	short	term,	however,	Pascal	was	—	supported	by	his	assistant	social	—	able	to	break	down	the	ideal	into	manageable	portions	of	daily	home-making	which	seemed	to	add	up	towards	the	goal	of	leaving	the	street.	To	start	with,	he	made	an	effort	to	find	a	sheltered	place	to	sleep	every	night,	first	in	the	train,	then	at	La	Défense	(see	Chapter	3)	and	eventually	at	a	temporary	shelter	called	







































































































































































































































































































































































































































new	and	I	could	help	her.	I	explained	the	rules	to	her.	[…]	How	is	she	anyway?	I	liked	her.		Altogether,	newcomers	—	both	volunteers	and	homeless	people	—	had	an	easy	way	in	through	these	games.	Like	with	Lana,	it	was	often	Guillaume	who	invited	new	players	to	join	them.	He	made	people	—	particularly	new	volunteers	or	members	of	staff	—	feel	welcome,	had	them	participate	in	the	game	which	naturally	unfolded	with	a	lot	of	casual	conversation	and	laughter	and	used	the	situation	to	teasingly	play	around.			 *	 	 *	 	 *		Despite	the	focus	on	playing	and	overcoming	boredom,	something	else	was	often	at	the	centre	of	attention	for	the	people:	minutes	after	the	door	to	the	ESI	opened,	the	hygiene	spaces	were	already	full.	Nina	ruled	over	the	showers,	the	washing	machines	and	the	four	sinks	located	on	the	other	side	of	the	big	salle.	She	handed	out	razors,	soap	and	paper	towels;	took	care	of	the	washing	for	you;	would	provide	towels	and	hair	cutting	equipment.	Many	people	come	to	go	to	the	toilet,	shave,	brush	their	teeth,	wash	their	clothes,	shower.	All	of	these	services	are	available	for	free	—	while	not	for	everyone	at	any	one	time.	Men	can	only	come	in	in	the	morning	and	ask	for	a	razor	or	a	toothbrush,	for	instance,	and	to	wash	one’s	clothes,	one	has	to	obtain	a	ticket	one	week	in	advance	as	described	above.	Showers	are	only	permitted	to	a	handful	of	people,	the	ones	—	as	Pauline’s	describes	to	me	–	who	are	“the	really	down-and-out,	the	ones	who	can’t	possibly	walk	to	a	public	shower,	the	ones	really	entrenched	on	the	street”.						In	fact,	while	access	to	the	ESI	was	only	based	on	the	obedience	of	a	handful	of	rules,	the	infrastructure	it	provides	was	not	unconditionally	shared.	Pauline	explained	to	me	further	why	certain	barriers	were	helpful	for	the	aim	of	the	ESI:		 When	the	showers	were	still	open	for	everyone	and	we	would	give	out	food,	we	would	get	all	of	these	people.	Quite	a	few	of	them	were	not	on	the	street;	they	would	only	come	to	get	some	breakfast	or	take	a	shower	because	they	didn’t	have	one	in	their	small	rooms.	They	would	leave	after	half	an	hour	without	having	spoken	to	anyone,	without	sitting	down.	Now,	people	come	to	stay	much	more.			
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Activity	 Description	 Exchange	logic	Street	tours	 • Regular	weekly	outreach	with	mains	nues	to	build	relationships	over	time	
• Actively	going	towards	people	offering	(non-material)	support		
Free	or	(unstable)	perfect	gift		


























































do	I	need	to	shoot	up	so	as	not	to	feel	too	ill	to	continue	making	money?								This	recurring	cycle	surrounding	drug	addiction	was	described	poignantly	by	Bourgeois	and	Schonberg	(2009)	in	their	study	of	San	Francisco	homeless	people	with	heroin	addictions.	Having	lost	their	jobs	in	manual	labour	over	the	last	decades	of	the	twentieth	century,	many	of	their	informants	engaged	in	daily	routines	surrounding	panhandling	either	using	signs,	offering	small	services	or	threatening	passers-by.	Some	of	them	also	relied	on	stealing	goods	and	money	in	the	neighbourhood	(ibid.:165f),	ultimately	always	to	“solve	the	most	urgent	physiological	problem	before	worrying	about	anything	else”	(ibid.:80),	i.e.	to	pay	for	the	next	hit.	As	Bourgois	and	Schonberg	(2009:5)	conclude:				 They	have	subordinated	everything	in	their	lives	[…]	to	injecting	heroin	[…]	their		 commitment	to	heroin.	[…]	Virtually	every	day	on	at	least	two	or	three	occasions,		 and	sometimes	up	to	six	or	seven	times,	depending	on	the	success	of	their		 income-generating	strategies,	they	are	able	to	flood	their	bloodstreams.			To	sum	up	what	we	can	take	from	Barut’s	example,	I	argue	that	the	influence	of	hard	drugs	in	his	life	are	twofold,	both	part	of	and	effects	of	drug	time.	On	the	one	hand,	the	above	drug	cycle	—	drug	time	as	a	way	of	edgework	—	is	part	of	daily	home-making,	as	part	of	Barut’s	daily	survival	and	ordering.	While	the	influence	of	drugs	on	the	life	of	people	on	the	streets	is	often	described	in	purely	negative	terms	as	affecting	both	mental	(Rayburn	2013;	Unger	et	al.	1997)	and	more	general	health	(Grinman	et	al.	2010),	Bourgois	and	Schonberg	(2009)	argue	in	way	similar	to	me	that	users	take	benefit	from	consuming	drugs	beyond	the	high.	While	Bourgois	and	Schonberg	found	mainly	social	benefits	connected	to	group	life,	for	my	informants,	the	group	seemed	less	important	than	the	influence	of	the	substances	themselves.	The	addiction	to	various	substances	forced	Barut	into	routines	both	in	terms	of	timings	and	localities.	It	was	as	Javier,	the	manager	of	the	substitute	distribution	program	of	Sun	I	will	describe	below,	called	a	‘crutch’	for	people,	one	“which	helped	them	to	advance	in	life	at	first”.	On	the	one	hand,	the	addiction	structured	Barut’s	day:	getting	up	as	early	as	possible,	taking	the	train	to	his	work	place,	begging	at	the	Gare	du	Nord	to	make	money	for	his	first	shot,	buying	crack	on	the	platform	of	the	metro	line	4,	finding	a	spot	above	the	parking	garage	behind	the	station	or	in	the	toilet	on	the	drug	strip	towards	Lariboisière.	It	made	Barut	
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abstinence,	all	under	a	banner	of	moral	obligation.	Driven	by	a	Russian	Orthodox	morality	of	sin,	Zigon’s	informants	were	expected	to	follow	a	relatively	predisposed	way	of	coming	to	abstinence,	engaging	in	regular	activities	such	as	repentance	and	prayer	(ibid.:114ff).	While	these	processes	are	focused	on	the	soul,	the	activities	at	Sun	are	not	only	more	varied,	less	prescribed	and	geared	towards	a	common	end	—	abstinence	—	but	they	are	also	mainly	about	the	body,	and	about	reducing	the	harm	done	to	it.					At	Sun,	the	mobile	centres	—	a	re-vamped	van	—	focused	on	people	who	were	either	sleeping	rough	or	in	environments	close	to	the	street	(banlieu	high	rises,	council	housing,	etc.),	and	were,	for	them,	a	first	point	of	contact	to	start	a	conversation	about	drugs,	health	risks	and	how	to	deal	with	them.	As	Javier,	the	manager	of	the	CARUUD	during	my	time	as	a	volunteer	with	Sun,	explained	to	me:				 The	[risk	reduction]	material	[such	as	syringes],	well,	that	is	a	means	of	attracting		 them,	a	means	of	starting	conversations	about	risks	with	them.	[…]	Somebody		 who	comes	and	takes	one	body	[of	a	syringe]	and	ten	needles	[…]	we	ask	him:		 why	do	you	only	take	one	body?	[…]	There	are	bacteria	building	up	and	you	can		 contaminate	yourself	[…]	It	is	a	means	to	start	discussions	about	practices.		Unlike	the	findings	of	Zigon’s	ethnography,	the	main	aim	of	Sun	was	hence	not	to	bring	people	immediately	back	onto	the	projet	de	vie,	to	start	thinking	about	the	abstinent	future.	It	was	about	conversations,	about	helping	people	to	feel	safe	and	stable	in	the	moment	and	reducing	the	(health)	risks	drug	consumption	brings	with	it.	Only	if	it	was	an	explicit	aim	of	the	user	did	Sun	start	a	debate	about	rehab	and	abstinence,	as	Javier	further	explained	to	me:			 Our	objective	[…]	that’s	not	necessarily	to	stop	with	the	drugs	[…]	and	it	will		 never	be	us	who	propose	that	route	[…]	apart	from	when	we	see	that	the	person		 puts	herself	in	real	danger.	[If	somebody	comes	and	says:]	‘Oh	là	là	–	now	I	would		 like	to	stop.’	–	it	is	then	when	we	say:	‘If	you	want	to	get	to	the	bottom	of	this,	we		 can	help	you	find	a	place	where	you	can	quit	[the	drugs].		In	the	next	section,	I	will	further	pursue	this	idea	of	risk	and	harm	reduction	through	conversation,	and	the	accompanying	work	of	re-ordering	the	users’	lives	and	view	on	time.	Outlining	the	practices	of	Sun	first,	I	will	lay	out	how	their	support	and	their	offers	
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moral	pressure,	geared	towards	abstinence	through	surrender,	Emo	was	about	sharing	experiences	—	in	the	form	of	pleasure	—	and	alternative	routines	and	time	maps.		 *	 	 *	 	 *		I	usually	joined	the	group	every	Friday	for	the	atelier	de	philosophie	run	by	the	former	philosophy	professor	Paul.	We	took	our	seats	in	the	big	leather	sofas	at	one	end	of	the	room.	One	Friday,	we	talked	about	justice,	on	another	occasion	about	freedom.	Paul	started	the	discussion	usually	with	either	some	quotes	he	would	distribute	on	a	sheet	of	paper	or	some	drawings	and	caricatures	which	fit	the	topic:	“Which	one	do	you	like	most?	Which	associations	do	you	have	with	the	drawing	or	the	quote?”.	The	discussion	about	justice	mainly	meanders	about	injustice;	how	soldiers	misbehave	in	wars,	how	corporations	are	unjust,	how	people	can	just	kill	each	other.	Another	regular,	Tariq,	got	really	upset	towards	the	end:		 We	always	talk	about	the	bad	things;	we	talk	about	injustice	but	there	is	good	people	as	well.	Why	don't	we	talk	about	that?	There	[are]	not	only	bad	things.	I	want	to	talk	about	how	we	succeed	in	life!		Tariq’s	demand	to	look	at	the	positive	side	of	things	mirrored	interestingly	the	general	atmosphere	and	outlook	at	Emo.	People	came	here	at	a	stage	when	they	were	on	the	one	hand	still	struggling	—	the	addiction	was	for	most	of	the	regulars	still	very	much	part	of	their	daily	life	—	but	were	willing	to	start	thinking	about	the	present	and	future	again.	Carl	had	reached	a	point	where	he	was	able	to	face	his	past	and	make	plans	for	his	future.	By	the	time	he	came	to	Emo	regularly	(from	February	2016),	he	drank	less	and	depended	less	on	alcohol	to	‘cut	the	time’.	The	Friday	philosophy	ateliers	were	one	way	of	encouraging	thinking	and	reflexivity.	Participants	in	the	programme	Zigon	(2011)	describes	are	similarly	encouraged	to	reflect	in	a	“laborious	and	reflexive	process	of	coming	to	know	herself	as	a	sinner”	(ibid.:136)	aiming	at	“cleansing	the	soul”	(ibid.:137).	As	the	practices	of	working	on	oneself	and	achieving	abstinence	—	praying	and	repentance	—	the	reflection	was	quintessentially	moral	and	religious	for	Zigon’s	informants.	Alcohol	was	a	sin	and	recovery	was	a	struggle	to	overcome	that	evil	(ibid.:143).	Despite	its	religious	foundations,	Emo	did	not	employ	any	such	language	or	practice.	Reflection	was	encouraged	often	on	a	similarly	abstract	level	but	geared	
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	This	is	how	Fabian,	bénévole	during	my	first	summer,	described	VoH	to	me	in	an	interview.	He	saw	the	place	as	a	kind	of	cocoon,	a	material	and	personified	structure	of	protection,	giving	the	résidents	the	chance	to	develop	themselves.	This	view	seems	rather	fitting	considering	the	ethnographic	descriptions	above;	VoH	is	not	only	a	place	of	protection	but	also	a	place	of	change,	of	(softly)	pushing	the	résidents	up	the	(imagined)	continuum	of	progress	out	of	homelessness,	like	a	cocoon	protecting	the	caterpillar’s	transformation	into	a	butterfly.	It	is	important	to	consider	one	notable	difference:	inhabitants	are	not	necessarily	protected	until	they	are	ready,	but	only	until	their	three	to	maximum	four	years	are	over.	Despite	this	leaving	date	always	looming	on	the	horizon,	I	did	not	observe	the	kind	of	paradox	at	work	in	Desjarlais’	(1997:37)	Boston	shelters,	where	staff	had	trouble	making	clear	that	the	accommodation	should	not	become	a	home.	If	at	all,	the	moving	on	was	perhaps	left	a	little	bit	too	late	at	VoH.						The	time	limit	at	VoH	is	hence	what	hit	Jean	just	before	I	arrived	in	the	summer	of	2016.	I	learnt	about	his	plans	to	move	to	a	much	more	independent	living/working	environment	in	the	Bretagne	only	retrospectively.	He	had	in	fact	already	spent	a	week	there	and	decided	it	would	be	the	right	thing	for	him.	As	Fabian	told	me,	however,	his	last	weeks	at	VoH	were	rather	complicated:	a	lot	of	drinking,	violence,	fear	of	leaving,	missing	meetings	with	staff.	He	ultimately	didn’t	take	the	train	to	the	new	place	but	instead	disappeared	in	Paris.	He	returned	to	VoH	a	week	later	pretending,	that	he	had	passed	a	week	in	the	Bretagne	while	having	been	spotted	by	other	members	of	Freedom	in	his	old	neighbourhood	in	the	East	of	Paris.	Because	his	room	was	already	reserved	for	somebody	else,	he	was	in	the	end	not	able	to	return	to	VoH	and	left	more	or	less	unaccompanied,	starting	another	complex	cycle	in	between	the	street	and	homeless	institutions	(McNaughton	2008:87ff). 	 *	 	 *	 	 *			Jean’s	situation	is	extreme,	but	is	not	without	its	predecessors	(another	woman	had	just	left	from	VoH	before	I	arrived	in	the	summer	of	2015	and	has	since	been	seen	living	back	on	the	street),	while	other	inhabitants	of	VoH	do	indeed	go	on	to	live	in	different	hostels	and	more	independent	living	situations,	following	the	pathway	off	the	streets	
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environment	of	the	hostel	in	fact	caused	many	problems,	too.	While	posters	with	prescriptive	rules	in	the	bathroom	and	in	the	kitchen,	contracts	and	in	theory	binding	disciplinary	punishments	were	meant	to	make	the	residents,	such	as	Jean,	ready	to	move	further	on	towards	a	better	life,	they	often	stifled	the	inhabitants	further.	The	problem	my	informants	ultimately	encountered	is	again	described	by	Foucault	(1988:65):			 the	final	goal	of	all	the	practices	of	the	self	still	belongs	to	an	ethics	of	control.	[…]		 one	exercises	over	oneself	an	authority	that	nothing	limits	or	threatens		Here,	once	again,	we	see	a	very	clear	and	understandable	limitation	of	my	informants’	striving	for	a	better	life	and	engagement	in	techniques	of	the	self	to	do	so.	Throughout	the	chapters,	but	particularly	in	Chapter	5	when	I	discuss	drug	time,	it	becomes	clear	how	my	informants	were	not	able	to	“control	[their]	desires,	rather	than	being	a	slave	to	them”	(Laidlaw	2014:120,124).	What	I	call	short	term	hopes	can	take	over	the	imagination	of	my	informants,	especially	when	it	comes	in	the	form	of	drugs	can	make	reflective	thinking	impossible	which	is	why	so	many	people	engage	in	an	up	and	down	rather	than	a	continuous	movement	away	from	the	street.	The	conflict	of	values	described	by	Laidlaw	(2014:169)	pans	out	in	this	way	for	my	informants	—	between	long	and	short	term	hopes.	As	he	argues	in	general	terms:				 “living	a	life	requires	doing	so	with	reference	to	values	that	make	conflicting		 demands”.	The	aim	can	then	only	be	the	“cultivation	of	an	open	responsiveness	to		 the	sheer	contingency	of	what	might	come	into	view”	(ibid.:176).		 *	 	 *	 	 *			I	didn’t	meet	Carl	again	after	I	left	Paris	in	September	2016.	On	various	visits	throughout	the	year	that	followed,	I	was	not	able	to	trace	him	anymore	even	through	institutions,	such	as	Emo.	Only	when	I	randomly	bumped	into	Pascal	on	my	way	home	one	late	night	in	Spring	2017	did	I	get	news.	Carl	had	left	Paris	and	had	apparently	gone	to	London.	From	their	mutual	assistant	social	at	Freedom,	Pascal	had	learnt	that	not	only	had	Carl	left	his	secure	housing	in	the	South-East	of	Paris	(see	Chapter	6)	but	also	that	he	had	made	up	all	kinds	of	things	about	his	past.	Without	being	able	to	recapitulate	the	full	
200	
 
extent	of	his	lies,	it	was	clear	that	he	never	was	employed	by	the	German	army.	As	I	describe	in	Chapter	2,	the	army	figured	heavily	in	Carl’s	narrative:	he	described	his	experiences	in	Afghanistan	as	the	source	of	trauma	leading	to	both	his	alcohol	problem,	the	aggression	towards	his	family	and	eventually	his	homelessness	in	Paris.	He	had	lied	to	his	assistants	sociaux,	his	friends	on	the	streets	and	also	to	me	about	this.		Does	this	jeopardize	the	whole	description	surrounding	him,	he	who	was	one	of	my	main	protagonists?	Any	doubt	about	the	‘validity’	of	my	data	in	the	above	sense	—	people	lying	to	me	about	their	past	—	in	fact	only	has	a	limited	effect	on	the	validity	of	the	descriptions	I	put	forward	in	this	dissertation.	Unlike	many	other	studies	of	homelessness,	my	focus	was	not	on	the	reasons	for	people	to	be	on	the	street,		but	was	on	how	my	informants	creatively	engaged	in	making	better	lives	with,	on	and	eventually	off	the	street.	My	focus	was	on	home-making	techniques,	ranging	from	begging	and	shelter-making	to	taking	drugs	and	accessing	temporary	accommodation	and	how	these	can	be	described	as	techniques	of	the	self	ultimately	leading	to	certain	types	of	(still	limited)	freedom.	Lying	was	part	of	the	repertoire	of	techniques	of	the	self,	what	Summerson	Carr	(2011)	calls	flipping	the	script.	It	was	part	of	the	way	Carl	used	his	freedom.	While	not	always	successful	nor	reflective	and	consumed	by	short	term	hopes	for	instance	drugs	provided,	I	observed	my	informants	engaging	in	many	efforts	aiming	at	freedom	defined	as	“the	always	qualified	and	provisional	outcome	of	ongoing	efforts	and	reactions;	it	therefore	stands	not	in	opposition	but	requires	self-discipline”	(Laidlaw	2014:108).	While	self-discipline	is	not	commonly	attributed	to	homeless	people,	it	was	something	I	observed	regularly:	be	it	in	begging,	making	shelter	or	defining	their	projet	
de	vie.	We	should	value	homeless	people	for	that,	also	in	our	policy	provisions,	or	to	say	it	with	Duneier	(2000:316f):	We	will	improve	our	well-being	by	making	provision	for	more	persons,	not	fewer,	to	engage	in	informal	entrepreneurial	activity	[…]	if	they	accept	such	activity	as	inevitable	and,	in	its	way,	admirable	as	well	[…]	There	will	always	be	people	who,	faced	with	dispiriting	social	conditions,	give	up.	The	people	we	see	working	on	Sixth	Avenue	are	persevering.	They	are	 trying	not	 to	give	up	hope.	We	should	honor	that	in	them.				
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